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Introduction:

Our text this morning speaks to us of the power that is available through the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Day of
Pentecost was a Memorial Day so to speak. It was aday of remembrance when Jesus who had risen from the dead,
made it to the Father. Then the heavens were opened and the dispensation of grace began. It was a powerful day
when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples who were obedient to Jesus' instruction. But the story didn’t
stop then. It continues today in our time.

After Jesus rose from the dead, there were many obvious appearances of Jesus to the disciples and other people. He
showed up and encouraged them and taught them about the kingdom of God. There were many convincing proofs
that Jesus was aive. It was necessary for Him to ascend to His Father, so the Holy Spirit could come. He was
headed back to Heaven to send the Spirit, to intercede to the Father on our account, and to wait there until the Fa-
ther said, go get your bride, and bring her home.

During one of His encounters with the disciples, Jesus told them that they were not to leave Jerusalem, but they
were to wait there until they had received the gift God had promised them, which they had heard him speak abouit.
He referred to this gift as the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

TEXT: ACTS1:8
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
al Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

This gift of the Holy Spirit would be useful to them in many ways. This gift was not just athing, but the third per-
son of the Trinity. Jesus knew the importance and need of the Holy Spirit for the lives of those who sought Him.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not a point of arrival, but a point of entrance to alife of empowerment for wit-
nessing about Christ. There are three aspects to witnessing that we want to look at this morning. God's word in-
structs us to be filled with the Spirit. The purpose of which is to be effective in our witness.

The three aspects of witnessing we want to examine this morning are a verbal witness, a vital witness and a valid
witness.



I. AVERBAL ORVOCAL WITNESS. Weareto
speak up for Christ.

Romans 10:9-10

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesusis Lord,”
and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. 19For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you confess and are saved.

Luke12:8

“1 tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men,
the Son of Man will aso acknowledge him before the
angels of God.”

The witness that we speak verbally is that Jesus
Christisdive. Heiswho He saysHeis. That we
have surrendered to the claims He makes on every
life. That He has come to transform our lives.

The words that we speak are powerful. We shared
about the tool of power that we have in our spoken
words several weeks ago. We speak about what we
are passionate toward. Listen to what people talk
about in conversations. The things that you hear
them talk about are usually pretty close to their heart.

If the passion of our heart islove for Jesus, that will
come out in our conversations. When we are bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit, our words will glorify
Jesus.

Asyou read the book of Acts, you will see that the
early church message was always focused on Jesus.
The disciples went about telling everyone that Jesus
was alive, that He died for them and rose again, and
that He was coming back. That was the message they
took everywhere.

When Jesus is exalted, then people will be drawn to
Him, through our verbal witness. Maybe you feel too
shy to share. Let me encourage you to ask the Lord
to fill you with the person and power of His Holy
Spirit. After the Holy Spirit fills you, there will be
greater boldness to be a verbal witness.

1. AVITAL WITNESS
How we say something is just as important as what

we say. Passion iscontagious. Passion is not con-
veyed by volume, but by sincerity and convictions.

When it comes to people being passionate about their
stand and witness, | think of men like Shadrach, Me-
shack, and Abednigo. These three young Hebrew
men were passionate about their stand for God. They
had set their hearts that they would not bow down to
any idol, to worship regardless of the consequences.
When you are facing a fiery furnace, you better be
passionate about your convictions. The Holy Spirit
will help us be vital and passionate about Christ in
the moments when our faith is tested.

Again this past Wednesday evening in Bible study,
we were talking about Biblical obedience which in-
cludes endurance. Thiskind of vital witness says |
will die before | will disobey. | refuseto betray God
by looking out for myself. It isin relationship that
we find this kind of loyal endurance.

If we are not moved ourselves by the message we
carry of Christ’s love, hope, peace, healing, forgive-
ness and coming back, then how can we expect that
message to move someone else?

Our emations, attitude, and actions are as much a part
of our witness, as are our words.

Both Peter and Paul, in their writings, are inspired to
tell us that being awitness is more than just verbal
words. Paul saysin Col. 4:5-6 that our speech should
always be seasoned with grace, and Peter saysin

| Peter 3:15-16 that we should be prepared to give an
answer for our hope, but it should be with gentleness
and respect, and our good behavior also entersinto
our witness.

1. A VALID WITNESS

Several years ago | was on staff at alarge church.
We lived right next to the church in the parsonage,
and had gone home for lunch. We had just finished
lunch and were finishing doing dishes when the door
bell rang. | went to the door and there stood a lady,
modestly dressed. She had driven up in a car that
was clean but about 10 years old. She introduced
herself and asked if | was the pastor of the church. |
explained | was one of the associate pastors and how
could | help her. She asked if | had afew minutes
and if we could talk. | invited her in and asked her to
sit down. She proceeded to tell me that she had
found out that the church was starting a building
project and wanted to make a contribution to help it
come about. She made it known that she was there to
write a check, and | needed to let her know how



much the church yet needed to fund the project. Now
mind you, | never saw thislady before. | said to her,
“Y ou can make your check out for any amount you
like. 1 can’t tell you how much, that isthat is be-
tween you and God.” “Ohno”, sheinsisted. “Tdll
me how much the church needed.” About thistime, |
was thinking to myself, well maybe | should say
$25,000. | guess God was using this to help grow my
faith. 1 didn’t want to insult the woman, by suggest-
ing more than she was prepared to give, and | didn’'t
want to insult God by asking for lessthan | should. |
said again, I’m not sure how much you feel you want
and can afford to give. Sheinsisted that no amount
of money was too much and | should ask for alarge
donation. She wanted to know what the total project
would cost, and | told her over $1 million dollars.
“Well”, she said, “how much do you want?’ She
didn’'t blink an eye. We kept this up for a short
while, and finally | thought OK Lord — here goes. So
| said, “How about $1 million dollars.” Without
blinking an eye — she said “Fine. Who do | make it
out to?’ | almost fainted, when | got control of my-
self, | said, “That would be wonderful. Why that
would be most generous. Why.......thank you and
God blessyou.” She opened her purse, pulled out a
pen and her checkbook and started filling out a
check. | told her the name of the church. She pro-
ceeded to tell me that God directed her in giving to
churches and Christian schools that were building, so
they could reach their goals. | thanked her severa
times and prayed that God would bless her. When
sheleft, | called the senior pastor and asked if he
would meet me at his office at 5:00. | had something
to give him. | didn’'t even tell him over the phone
what it was. We met, | gave him the check and we
were all very happy. The next day, we called the
bank where the check had been written on before we
tried to deposit it. The vice president of the bank

Conclusion:

came on theline. | shared with him why | was call-
ing. He checked the account number. IT WASNOT
A VALID ACCOUNT. It had been at one time, but
had been closed for over 6 years.

Validity is so important when it comes to our wit-
ness. Effective witnessing depends on our character.
The content of our message will be hindered if our
manner and actions are not consistent with our words.
In a society where people are rapidly losing faith in
the integrity of leaders in government and the busi-
ness world, the personal credibility and validity of
Christiansis an essential requirement.

The Holy Spirit empowers us more than just in signs
and wonders and spiritua gifts. The word “POWER”
is very comprehensive. It means ability and applies
in practical ways to everyday life.

The Holy Spirit helps by providing us whatever it
takes to accomplish whatever is needed. The Holy
Spirit will enable ordinary people to do extraordinary
things.

The Holy Spirit empowers us to speak about Jesus,
confident in His convincing work.

The Holy Spirit helps us in how we speak. To com-
municate Christ as Paul did. The spirit movesusin
our witness with sincerity and passion that is com-
pelling.

The Holy Spirit enables our character to become
what God has called us to be as the fruit of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit baptism opens the way to alife of
effective witness for Christ in what we say, how we
say it, and who we are.

The Holy Spirit baptism isimportant to those who are followers of Christ today. In order to receive what Christ
offers, we need to ask in faith. The effectiveness of witnessing verbally, vitally, and validly all depend on our be-

ing filled with the Holy Spirit.



