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Introduction: 
We began talking last week about what is in your hand. We talked about strength, ability and authority. The princi-
ples that we considered included the fact that little is much when God is in it. It can be simple and ordinary, and 
even small compared to what the need is, but if given to God obediently, miraculous things will happen. Don’t 
grasp it too tightly, give it to God. 
 
Exodus 4:2 - Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied. 
As we continue to ponder this question God asked Moses…..what is in your hand……we want to look this morning 
at the resources and tools that God has placed in our hand. 
 
The same principles apply to resources and tools as apply to strength, ability and authority. So often we think that 
what we have and what God needs are so far apart that it would be difficult to be stretched as far as the need is for 
the job to get done. With God all things are possible. 
 
I. Time is in our hands 
 
When God made the heaven and the earth, He made 
day and night. In the third chapter of the book of 
Ecclesiastes, we read there is a time for every pur-
pose under heaven. God made time and so He has 
given us the time we have for a purpose. There is a 
purpose to work, to play, to build, and to tear down. 
Each of us has the same measurement of hours and 
moments in a day. It is what we do with that time that 
counts for God. 
 
I was reading in my devotional time this week about 
the number of days one lives on this earth. If we live 
to be 80 years old we will have lived 29,200 days. I 
figured it up just for the fun of it and since I’m now 
52 years and 7 days old I have lived 18,987 days. 
Scriptures instruct us that we should number our days 
so we may learn wisdom and grow thereby. 
 
Think of it that each day and each hour we live, 
brings us that much closer to the end of this life and 
eternity. How are we using the resource of our time? 

In a lifetime the average American will spend: 

Six months sitting at stoplights 
Eight months opening junk mail 
One year looking for misplaced objects 
2 years unsuccessfully returning phone calls 
4 years doing housework 
5 years waiting in line 
6 years eating 

Survey of 6000 people polled in 1988, U.S. News and 
World Report, Jan 30, 1989, p. 81. 

Seize the time we have been given. Grasp it and use 
it to the fullest extent that you can. 
There are lots of wasted hours sitting in front of our 
TVs. Sometimes we think that is family time but is it 
really? There is very little communication between 
the individuals in the family because we have to be 
quiet to watch and hear what is being said. There are 
not many Biblical values that are reinforced on most 
TV shows. Just think how many people you and I 



could be impacting by actively sharing our faith, by 
spending time preparing to teach in Promiseland, or 
Royal Rangers, or Missionettes, or taking meals on 
wheels to the senior citizens or helping at the food 
pantry. 
 
Here is a poem about time….. 
 

Hold tight to the sound of the music of living 
Happy sounds from the laughter of children at play 

Hold my hand as we walk through the sweet fragrant 
meadows 

Making memories of what was today 
 

We have this moment to hold in our hands 
And to touch as it slips through our fingers like sand 

Yesterdays gone and tomorrow may never come 
But we have this moment today 

 
Tiny voice that I hear is my little girl calling 

For daddy to hear just what she has to say 
My little boy running there by the hillside 

May never be quite like today 
 

Tender words gentle touch and a good cup of coffee 
And someone who loves me and wants me to stay 

Hold them dear while they’re near don’t wait for to-
morrow 

To look back and wish for today 
 

Take the moon of the sky and green of the forest 
And the gold and brown of the freshly mown hay 

Add the pales shades of spring and the circus of au-
tumn 

And review a lovely today 
   

 
II. Money is in our hands 
Morris Siegel was a street person in Los Angeles. He 
lived like most street people--roaming about in back 
alleys, sleeping out-of-doors, carrying everything he 
owned in an old shopping cart. He was found in an 
alley, dead of natural causes, perhaps heart trouble. 
The interesting thing about Morris is that he had 
$207,421 in the bank at the time of his death. It 
seems that Morris' father died and left him the money 
ten years earlier. When Morris did not claim it, the 
Division of Unclaimed Property tracked him down, 
and his family forced him to accept it. He took only 
enough of the money to buy an old car, where he 
slept in bad weather. Relatives rented an apartment 
for him, but he never went there. He died December 

14, 1989, with three dollars in his pocket and an un-
touched fortune in the bank. Source Unknown. 

It was 1916, and Hattie Green was dead. Hattie's life 
is a sad demonstration of what it is like to be among 
the living dead. When Hattie died, her estate was val-
ued at over $100 million; yet Hattie lived in poverty. 
She ate cold oatmeal because it cost money to heat it. 
When her son's leg became infected, Hattie wouldn't 
get it treated until she could find a clinic that would-
n't charge her. By then, her son's leg had to be am-
putated. Hattie died arguing over the value of drink-
ing skim milk. She had money to meet her every 
need, but she chose to live as if it didn't exist.  Turn-
ing Point, March, 1993.  
These are interesting stories about real people, but 
you say – Pastor Dave, I don’t have $100 million nor 
do I have $207,000. I just squeak by from week to 
week and here you are talking about the resource of 
money. Let me tell you the story from the scriptures 
about the woman who had two mites. 
 
Mark 12:41-44  
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the of-
ferings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 
people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 
came and put in two very small copper coins, 
worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disci-
ples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this 
poor widow has put more into the treasury than 
all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; 
but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all 
she had to live on.” 
 
Here we see that it was not the total amount that was 
given in relation to other gifts that were placed in the 
offering. It was that she gave her all. That small 
amount compared to many who put in large amounts 
was more than what all the others had put in. 
 
Jesus came to the point. Most everyone else had 
given out of their wealth, but out of her poverty she 
had put everything, all she had to live on, in the of-
fering. 
 
Here are some things that are clear to me in reading 
about the resource of money this widow had. 
 

1. What the widow gave wasn’t much 
2. You don’t have to have a lot to give 



3. God is a great big wonderful God, and he 
can take our little and make something 
big out of it. 

 
God cannot use anything we’ve got until we let go of 
it. He will not force us to give up anything, but when 
we willingly offer it to Him, He can do great things 
with it. 
 
Well, just like the resource of time, God places 
through our hands the resource of finances and we 
are the ones who get to manage it. We can squander 
it, or we can horde it. We can give it or we can clutch 
it. 
 
There is a scripture in proverbs that speaks of this 
principle 
 
Proverbs 11:24 
There is one who scatters, yet increases all the 
more, And there is one who withholds what is 
justly due, but it results only in want. 
 
Can I share with you that God doesn’t put the re-
source of money in our hands just for us? He trusts us 
with this resource to be a blessing to us and others. 
 
What is in your hands, and what are you doing with 
it? 
 
There is a principle in the scriptures called tithing. 
God established this principle not because He needed 
people to give Him anything. Everything that we see 

was His creation and belongs to Him anyway. But the 
principle of tithing is that one tenth of everything 
God trusts you with should be given to God. Tithing 
and giving are good for us. They help us trust God.  
Tithing is one tenth. One penny out of 10 cents, 1 
dollar out of 10 dollars, 10 dollars out of 100, 100 out 
of 1000. It isn’t that God needs that. We need to 
practice that so our faith is strengthened, and we have 
the proof that God is trustworthy. 
  
Suzy Orman has written books and spoken at semi-
nars about being financially independent. From the 
things I’ve read that she has written, there are sound 
financial principles in what she writes. I am not 
aware if she claims to be a Christian, but in her talks 
and books, the principle of giving is very clear. 
 
There are resources that God blesses us with and it’s 
not just money. Perhaps it is the resource of time. If 
we tithed the resources of time and money to God, it 
would change our life and change the people we at-
tempt to reach. Think of it! 24 hours a day would be 
spent serving God every day, in devotion, in wit-
nessing, in preparing to serve those in need, in min-
istry in the kingdom. Sometimes we have a hard time 
spending an hour and a half in worship and service 
once a week. 
 
Just think, one dollar out of every 10 would be given 
to God’s work and invested in ministry and the work 
of spreading the gospel. What a harvest there would 
be! 

 
Conclusion: 
 
I want to ask you again this morning– consider what is in your hand. What has God placed there?  What are you 
doing with it? 
 
 


