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Introduction:

Romans 2:12-28

‘Becommg fully devoted followers of Christ ‘

Head Knowledge VS Heart Knowledge

| hope you have been working on repentance andsssiusin in your personal life and using the macéod
toward you to bring you closer to Him and prepafimgthe Day of Judgment. This morning we contiinughe
second chapter of Romans looking at the law. Veechallenged today to look at the law, the impiared of
living what it says and how that translates oueltw God. Keeping and observing the law is a destnation of
our respect for authority and understanding ofptitedection the law provides. The law was not giterestrict.

John 14:15-If ye love me, keep my commandmentsThe motivation to please me and obey me and observe
and live by the law or boundaries | have set ugyéar is love. You cannot keep a law just becatisethe law.
There has to be motivation and understanding fartgcsubmit yourself and observe that law.

I. Loving God goes beyond knowledge.

Jesus said it well: we demonstrate our love fon Hi
by submitting to the commandments He has given.
Love God and love one another. The Ten Com-
mandments or law that we read in the Old Testament
is summed up in these two directives. If we love
God we are going to worship Him alone. If we love
God we are not going to covet things that belong to
other people. If we love God we are going to honor
our parents. If we love one another we will natneo
mit adultery. If we love one another we will nait,k
we will not take something that belongs to others
and we will not lie or be deceitful.

The answer for the problems in society can be sum-
med up in Jesus’ words. LOVE GOD and LOVE
ONE ANOTHER. If He did that, things would be

quite different. The law is there to set boundarie
the law is there to teach us what is right and @ron
Galatians 3:24-25 Let me put it another way.
The law was our guardian and teacher to lead us
until Christ came. So now, through faith in

Christ, we are made right with God. But now
that faith in Christ has come, we no longer need
the law as our guardian.

Paul wants to make it clear to the Jewish believers
that just knowing the the law doesn’t make them

holy or better than anyone else. The law or contna
was of no value to them unless they lived by itthea

of us will be held accountable not for what we know
but how we act on the knowledge we have. We have
to allow what we know to impact our lives and how
we act and re-spond. Those who know God'’s writ-
ten Word and law will be judged by them.



Listen, just because | know the judge personally
doesn’t mean that | can violate the law which He
must enforce. Paul says very clearly that you may
want to be a guide for those who are lost, and you
may think you can instruct the ignorant and teach
people the ways of God. That is all well and good
but if you are going to teach the law, then youehav
to live by the law yourself and be an example to
others. Paul uses some examples here. If you tell
others not to steal, do you do that yourself?oli y
tell others not to commit adultery, do you practice
that? If you condemn idolatry, do you worship
money, possessions or careers? Practice what you
preach. You know the law but dishonor God by
breaking it.

Parents — this is critical when it comes to your
children — set the example. We tell them not ® us
drugs, that alcohol is a drug and they shouldrét us
it. But when they go to school on Monday and the
trash is out by the curb, what do they see but beer
bottles and liquor bottles? We tell our kids they
can't look at pornography but then we watch some
of the lewd suggestive programs on TV or on the
internet. We are teaching by example and if we in-
dulge, then they will take their cue from us ang sa
itis OK.

In Paul’'s writings he says everything is permissibl
everything is OK, even eating meat that has been
offered to idols. But for the sake of the consceen

of a brother or sister, | will set aside my libeatyd

not bring them to sin because they are weak and
struggle. If our behavior does not line up with wha
we know, then we are no better off than unbelievers

We should not expect people who are not followers
of Christ to live in the same way as those who fol-
low Christ. These Jewish believers knew the law
and they knew that living a life that followed tlagv
was a lifestyle of separation. They were to barle
in their relationships, with touching things thatre
dead, with cleaning food, eating certain meats and
on and on.

God wants us to live a holy life. What does that
mean? It means a life that pleases Him. It means
life that is separate from the way the world would
choose to think and act.

Love not the world neither the things that arehia t
world. If any man loves the world the love of the

Father is not in Him. We are in the world, but no
of it. Itis our job to be so filled with the HoBpirit
that we influence the culture. The culture arousd
should not dictate their values, their ways, their

lief systems to us; we should be influencing thgm b
our lifestyle, speech and conduct. Paul goes on to
point out that the Jewish people had outward action
based on the law, not inward attitude from the thear
The very law they were proud of was the very
instrument that condemned them.

II. Dealing with our heart.

Proverbs 4:23-Above all else, guard your heart,
for it affects everything you do. The heart is the
place where we rule or Christ rules. At the cdre o
our heart is our true identity. The heart is thater
of our emotions and feelings and responses to peopl
and situations. Protect it from getting infectetew
wounded; protect it from straying from Christ. Un-
derstand that what is in our heart affects evenghi
we do. If you want to know what is in someone’s
heart, listen to what they say. Out of the abundan
of the heart the mouth speaks.

At the end of this chapter of Romans, Paul talks
about circumcision. You must understand the sig-
nificance of this rite to the Jewish people. Gincu
cision was the mark of the covenant between the
people of Israel and God. It was established unde
Abraham. It reminded them of the fact that God had
made a promise to them that He would send Messiah
to be their deliverer and Messiah would come from a
righteous branch and seed. Circumcision was the
prerequisite for one to enjoy the privileges of the
Passover. It was a seal of righteousness. Paul
makes it clear that the only value of circumcision

the Jew was if he kept the law. According to Paul
this rite or act meant nothing if they didn't ketbe

law.

Being confirmed, baptized, taking out church mem-
bership is not enough. These are all importamisste
in our faith journey, but without the relationship,
without the heart change, we are like the circum-
cised Jew who did not keep the law. Circumcision
of and in itself was not enough. God wants our
heartfelt devotion and obedience.

Paul completes his thought here by clearly stating
that a true Jew is one whose heart is right witd Go
and obeys Him. A true Jew is one who had an in-



ward, spiritual experience in his heart, not just a
outward operation. Membership in God’s family is
based on internal qualities not external markirmgs o
cuttings. Man looks on the outward appearance, bu
God looks on the heart. Circumcision is a metaphor
for holiness.Deut. 30:6-“The L oRD your God

will cleanse your heart and the hearts of all your
descendants so that you will love him with all

your heart and soul, and so you may live!”

Conclusion:

When Paul speaks about the circumcision of the
heart, he is talking about cutting off the old sin
nature that dominates every single person. Without
dealing with the old nature in such fashion, we-can
not be holy people set apart to enter into a cavena
relationship with God. Indications of a circumcised
heart include obedience, righteous behavior, new
thought patterns, Christ control not flesh control,
purity, new desires in line with God’s will and His
word.

The challenge today is to look at the law and @arth We can have knowledge but unless we adtain t
knowledge from our heart, we are no better tharp#reon who has no knowledge. The law will noesas;, it
will show us where we are weak and tempted and fathe law will point out our inability in our owstrength to
always keep the law. If our hearts are truly cleahgve will become the people God wants us to becofully
devoted followers of Jesus Christ within the cohtéhxhe family of God.

| close with this story. When | was a student RUDwe had a code of honor that we would sign gaein. It
basically said, “I will live a life that pleases &b | knew students who would balk at that eveear | told
them, “If you are living a life to please God, yare already doing these things.” They looked ait tode of
honor as the law, giving specifics of what theyldand could not do. If they only realized thaf@wers of
Christ they were already living the kind of lifeatta follower of Christ would live.

If you are following Christ, keep in step with Hinfi. you have strayed in your journey with Him, dpeick on the
path. If you haven't started following Christ,2hiorning you can start that journey of faith.



